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The more it snows tiddly pom
The more it goes tiddly pom
The more it goes tiddly pom
On snowing

And no-one knows tiddly pom
How cold my toes tiddly pom
How cold my toes tiddly pom
Are growing

The more it snows tiddly pomThe more it snows tiddly pomThe more it snows tiddly pomThe more it snows tiddly pomThe more it snows tiddly pom

The more it goes tiddly pom

And no-one knows tiddly pomAnd no-one knows tiddly pom
How cold my toes tiddly pomHow cold my toes tiddly pom
How cold my toes tiddly pomHow cold my toes tiddly pom

The more it snows tiddly pomThe more it snows tiddly pom
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On snowing

And no-one knows tiddly pom
How cold my toes tiddly pom
How cold my toes tiddly pom
Are growing

I know it’s spring, but at the time of writing this the deathless words of A.A.Milne are my constant 
refrain. The snow - tiddly pom - began on December 17th and here we are in February still 
watching the skies, checking the 5 day forecast and wearing our woolly vests.

Christmas and New Year in Robin Hood’s Bay proved scenic but challenging, and the local shop 
ran very low on the staples (cheese and gin in my case) and apparently sharp elbows were seen 
to be used over the last packet of crumpets in Whitby Co-op. With a mixture of the pioneer spirit 
and bad temper we made it through, but now it’s déjà vu all over again. Hey ho – by the time this 
newsletter is circulated there may be lambs gambolling and daffodils waving their golden heads in 
the breezy zephyrs…

TVA is very relieved and happy to be exiting the current fi nancial year in a healthy state and with 
things looking positive for the next one. As always the year has contained a mixture of success 
and disappointment on the funding application front, but just today I’ve heard that we’ve been 
successful in a bid to Youth Music for making original music with young people from diverse 
backgrounds to be showcased in WorldFest 10 and 11, which we’re looking forward to.

Our activities with young people Not in Education, Employment or Training funded primarily 
through Middlesbrough Connexions will continue and some of the other Local Authorities are now 
looking at this. We believe, and the evidence is proving, that creative activities, imaginatively and 
appropriately delivered, can be a real hook for disengaged young people. Artists often have an 
unusual take on life that young people can relate and relax with, where they may struggle in more 
formal settings (just as artists may).

The Times recently quoted research which stated that a young person of 17 who is non-NEET – ie 
is attending school, college or other training – has a likelihood of 1 in 300 of dying during the next 
ten years of their life; for a NEET young person, the odds are 1 in 7. This very startling statistic 
comes about through all the causes of death that you might imagine – violence, drugs, car crashes, 
suicide etc. I’m sorry, I know it’s not a very spring-like thought.

Meanwhile, let’s look forward to the spring fl owers to lift our snow-wearied spirits, and to making 
more wonderful things happen in 2010; so here’s an early reminder to look out for WorldFest 
2010 in May. And thinking of change… as many readers will know, the Arts Council England is 
undergoing tremendous changes which are bound to affect us all, as culture makers and culture 
consumers. Meanwhile, everyone at TVA wishes Mark Robinson, former ACENE Executive 
Director, very well in the next phase of his life, and we extend a warm welcome to Alison Clark 
Jenkins in her new role as Director of Arts Council England North East – keeping the Tees Valley 
tradition alive!

remarks…
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The very hardworking, creative and generally lovely TVA staff will be writing about some of 
their projects, so I’ll briefl y address organisational issues. We have had the excellent news 
that the Northern Rock Foundation has granted us £75K for core support over three years 
and also a small amount to fund a Board awayday, which is planned for March 5th. On this 
day we will spend time getting to know each other, exploring what the organisation does 
and might do, and preparing to write our next strategic plan. I think we’ll make the Board 
members do a little something creative too, just to keep them on their toes. 

It’s getting round to WorldFest time of year again, and though the fi nances will be stretched as always, 
the partnerships remain solid and positive. The various events will begin with the Nuit d’Afrique at 
ARC Stockton on Friday May 21st, and will culminate with the Gala Night on Saturday May 29th 
at Middlesbrough Town Hall, so put it in your diaries and polish your dancing shoes. No major 
programming confi rmed as yet, but we are hoping to include a youth jazz band in the youth event 
this year, in partnership with Jazzaction of Stockton, and we will defi nitely open with 100 drummers 
drumming like last year.

See you there!

Programme Notes

Rowena Sommerville
Director, TVA



E
ducation

E
ducation

E
ducation

E
ducation

E
ducation

E
ducation

P4 | Education | TVA News Spring 10 | 

E
ducation

E
ducation

E
ducation

E
ducation

E
ducation

E
ducation

Education
3 days in the Lake District isn’t usually part of my January work-schedule, but this year, thanks 
to the Northern Rock Foundation and Mark Butcher Associates, I found myself amidst the 
glorious surroundings of Ambleside. At the end of the ‘cold snap’ I packed up the car (shovel, 
blankets and emergency chocolate included) and braved the A66 for the residential part of the 
Mark Butcher Sustainability School. Mark was fantastic, and, having a freakish ability to retain 
information, random facts, fi gures and interesting stories, he made the whole experience 
thoroughly enjoyable. I’ve come away from it with many things; reassurance, motivation, tasks 
& a very comprehensive folder – lots of homework for me!

All cry a sigh of relief to hear that I appear to have broken through the funding barrier, and 
December/ January has seen a raft of projects coming in:
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We’re delighted that creative writer Dina Murphy will be working alongside a fi lmmaker with young 
muslims to create a fi lm, as part of the Harmony Initiative, supported by Middlesbrough Council – 
look out for it at WorldFest in May.

Thanks to funding through the Public Health Grant Scheme at Hartlepool PCT and the support 
of the Teenage Pregnancy team in Hartlepool, writers and dramatists Bob Beagrie and Andy 
Willoughby will be working with teenage mums and mums-to-be to create a performance piece over 
the next few months.

Feeling very much like I work for MI5 now, there’s a project that I can’t tell you about just yet until 
the funding has been offi cially confi rmed and I’m now a Creative Agent for Creative Partnerships – 
it’s all mystery and intrigue in participative arts!

TVA have been selected to be an Arts Award Public and In House Gold Top Up Training Provider for 
the North East alongside Annie Bromley – this means that I will receive some specifi c training and 
then be able to offer some additional public training regionally – probably a couple of days a year.

Thanks to Rowena getting funding for Big Sky Arts, I am now co-ordinating this music project, with 
musicians Kev Howard and Mike Turnbull working with adults with learning disabilities to create a 
CD and performance. Thanks to Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and Wales for that funding; I 
can’t wait to join in and let loose on the drums – it’s going to be noisy in Hartlepool!

To round-up, there’s also a couple of murals on the go, gifted and talented drama work and planning 
next projects and funding – you can never say it’s dull!

Education



Tch! I have just read my last newsletter entry, and rather optimistically I said I was looking 
forward to a relaxing festive period and a gradual start to the New Year. I did manage to 
have a much earned relaxing break over Christmas, but in relation to work and a gradual 
start to the New Year, not the case at all! However, if December and January are anything 
to go by, 2010 has certainly started off in a very fruitful manner indeed. 

This all started with Natural England through Defra’s Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund, contacting 
me in December asking if we would be interested in running a repeat of the very popular and 
successful Going Underground project. Would we? Of course we would! So it was all hands on deck 
once again to recruit four new schools, contact all the artists and partners etc. and set the whole thing 
up again, to ensure it is done and dusted by mid March! The snow proved a slight pain with possible 
schools not being open/ staff not in, but that is all behind us now and we have primary school pupils, 
teachers, artists, historians and wildlife experts disappearing into big holes in the ground and learning/ 
teaching lots of interesting and creative ‘stuff’.

Adding to the diversity and range of projects I become involved in, I am coordinating a mural at 
Easterside Children’s Centre (SureStart), Middlesbrough. We have appointed Shirley Wells (who 
worked on Eager Beavers last summer) to work with local families to gain their ideas and aspirations 
for (and then she will create and paint) a mural in a reading area for toddlers and parents.
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TVA (Rowena and I) were also successful in becoming the creative practitioners for Viewley Hill 
Primary School in Hemlington, Middlesbrough to develop communication skills and promote 
involvement in the community, all centred around a garden/ farm area and issues environmental. So 
watch this space for things like a ‘Checkin on the chooks’ blog or vegetable mandalas, or something!!!

To keep me on my toes, I also have a number of my Environmental Learning Through the Arts 
workshops lined up in schools in Billingham and Middlesbrough, as well as a number of Jane’s Gifted 
and Talented ‘Space’ workshops for me to deliver on the horizon – busy, busy, busy! And to add to my 
projects, I am completely refi tting the bathroom at home! Different, but equally enjoyable.

And not wanting to break the newsletter mould, I will also mention my application to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for the Green TV project, whose big decision day is Friday 12th March. 

Everything crossed for that one.

So onwards and upwards (or even further underground – who knows!) with the science/ environmental 
learning through the arts!

Heritage & Environment

Joe Dunne
Heritage & Environment Offi cer
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It is widely recognised that Arts organisations contribute richly to the cultural and socio-
economic life of our towns and cities although their input is often taken for granted. The 
role that they play in individuals’ lives may be even less obvious to the wider public but 
for the participants it can be transformative.

Several weeks into my new post as refugee arts worker at TVA, I would like to share one example of the 
creative potential this post has offered. The initial weeks have been spent introducing myself to a diverse 
group of refugees living in Teesside representing a variety of countries; for example Iran, Iraq, the 
Congo and Afghanistan, and exploring potential avenues to develop people’s aspirations and interests.

One group I have met and describe below as ‘a work in progress’ include three individual musicians 
from Kurdistan; SALAM NARIMAN, AZAR BERKAS KWIRK, FERESHTEH, who have all met each 
other in a refugee centre. They approached me expressing their longstanding desire to develop their 
skills together and perform as a successful group on Teesside. They face a number of obstacles and 
had almost given up hope. Firstly, they knew no one locally who could advise them on how to begin. 
They realised they needed to look for funding to rent a rehearsal space and to book recording sessions 
and also guidance as to how to work together as a group. Each of them plays a traditional instrument 
and they hope to be able to perform together both in recreating folk music to play to mixed audiences 
and also creating new pieces of work, ideally for recording. Their vision includes participating in music 
festivals, both regionally (eg Worldfest) and nationally performing in local schools.  

Providing the missing link

Introducing...
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Refugee Arts Worker

Together we will work out how to overcome these obstacles and my role will be to guide them, step by 
step and help them understand how to access funding, book studio time, how to connect with useful 
networks to promote their work and to market themselves.

This group serves as an example to illustrate the challenges newly-arrived musicians face in order to 
express their art and their creativity and also to contribute to the cultural life of their host communities. 
When there is no mediator to facilitate this passage frustration can set in to the detriment of the artist 
and their work. I am hoping to be this missing link and to share my experience, as an artist of African 
origin, to help other artists achieve their potential.

Introducing...



In December 2009 The stART Project came to a close, ending on a high with participant 
Jon Carter-Bonsteel creating highly original cartoon designs for the TVA Christmas card, 
pretty good to put on your CV at the tender age of eighteen!

The project has proved to be a roaring success with a 100% success rate of bronze arts awards; 
furthermore there was a 67% progression rate on those completing the course. This pilot project 
has laid a strong foundation for further development and I am pleased to say that Middlesbrough 
Connexions are funding The stART Project over 2010.

New approaches to recruitment will be explored; this will involve working directly with Connexions 
Personal Advisors (PA’s) on outreach visits and drop in sessions. This approach will mean that the 
project is being sold directly to the young people by the course leaders and should result in more 
young people joining the project (fi ngers crossed!). 

Once again I am looking forward to seeing this project develop!

StART
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Tim Coyte
Projects Offi cer

StART



It was twenty years ago today…
Simon Says...

P11 | Simon Says... | TVA News Spring 10 | 

Having turned forty a couple of years ago I started to develop an interest in researching my 
family tree as my relatives started to decline in numbers.

Amongst the many steelworkers and miners, I did have one “Who Do You Think You Are Moment” in 
that a distant uncle won a VC at Rorke’s Drift. In the fi lm Zulu he was played by “Dave the Barman” 
out of Minder. In real life he was a small man from Northumberland who had recently been demoted 
for being drunk on duty from Sergeant to Corporal but in the fi lm he was portrayed as a tall Londoner! 

Anyway, following this interest in family history I thought I would look back in time into the annals 
of TVA’s history and look at some of the projects taking place twenty years ago in 1990 by our 
predecessors Cleveland Arts.

At a time when it looks as though the Corus Steelworks on Teesside will be closing, the Skelton & 
Brotton New Milestones were offi cially opened in September 1990, as part of a countywide project 
by Cleveland Arts in association with Common Ground, the national art and environment organisation. 
The project encouraged parish groups to commission permanent artworks in rural areas. Skelton & 
Brotton Parish Council, in partnership with Cleveland Arts, commissioned Richard Farrington to make 
three metal sculptures – located along a spectacular part of the Cleveland Way – on 300ft high cliffs 
between Saltburn and Skinningrove. The sculptures related to the history and environment of the 
Parish and were made at British Steel Skinningrove (remember British Steel?), where the artist had 
access to facilities, materials, equipment and advice. As far as I am aware, apart from being thrown 
off the cliffs once, these sculptures are still standing and much loved by walkers on the Cleveland Way!
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Simon Says...

19901990

The Cleveland Dance Project took off in August 1990 with the appointment of Merville Jones as 
Cleveland’s fi rst Dance Development Offi cer, based at Mosaic Dance Studios, Middlesbrough. 
Merville had been a founder member of Phoenix Dance Company and led a dynamic programme of 
studio dance, youth theatre dance, Festival performances, school workshops and summer schools. 
In 2007, Merville revisited the Tees Valley to work on Masked Ball, a music and dance project for 
WinterFest.

The 4th Cleveland Music Festival was held throughout October 1990 and featured 60 events in 
26 venues across the four former Boroughs of Tees Valley. Highlights included Scottish Opera 
participating in a week-long project with pupils from four East Cleveland schools that resulted in 
two public performances of a livelyt rock opea “Chicago Way” and the Inner Sense Percussion 
Orchestra – a ten piece Orchestra whose Brazilian sounds made a striking impression at 
Middlesbrough Bus Station and on a subsequent bus tour to Redcar, Stockton and Hartlepool.

The Cleveland Schools Folk Development Project was a joint initiative with Cleveland County 
Education Department and Folkworks and introduced aspects of traditional music, song and dance 
to schoolchildren in East Cleveland. Musicians and performers involved as tutors included Alastair 
Anderson, Vin Garbutt, Sandra Kerr, Tom McConville and Jane Vipond.

Simon Smith
Communications Offi cer

199019901990
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Tees Valley Arts can work with you to plan and set 
up a programme of creative activities, fi nd a suitable 
artist, help to frame a budget and secure funding, 
and then manage the project, both artistically and 
administratively. If you have an idea you would like to 
discuss, please contact us:


