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hello  

and welcome to Summer 2015 TVA newsletter!

The biggest news from TVA Towers is, of course, that we have moved out of Melrose House and into Royal 
Middlehaven House, just over the border, with commanding views of industry and dockland, and with the 
magnificent Transporter Bridge as the biggest thing on our horizon.

As many of you will know, TVA was founded as Cleveland Arts (back in August 1982, when Dexy’s 
Midnight Runners were haranguing Eileen for four weeks at number one), and ever since then, until now, 
we have been housed within custodian buildings, ie those which belong/ed to the four boroughs which 
constituted the County of Cleveland.

Thus TVA’s most recent move, out of a custodian property and into commercial premises, represents (in its 
own small way) a further dissolution of ‘Clevelandness’ – the everlasting issue of finding a coherent sub-
regional identity...

We really like our new premises – the room is light and airy, with great views as we’ve already said, and 
almost too handy for the M and S food hall. We look out onto a sweep of empty land before the docks and 
factories – I’m sure there will be long term civic plans for it all, but in the meantime we’re rather taken with 
the idea of an open air artist and maker festival. Might not happen until 2016 but you heard it here first – 
‘Hildafest’!

Meanwhile our activity continues with the usual mix of unlikely workshops and exciting events – we’re never 
short of creative things to think about, different partners to talk to and/or brain-stretching work to be done. 

This is the mid-summer newsletter, and no-one will need reminding of the speed with which the year is 
passing, but I do advise you that this time of the year is ‘Litha’, when you should gather in your herbs 
for winter storage – fill your cupboards for possible hungry times ahead, even while you are enjoying an 
uplifting view.

Rowena Sommerville
Director, TVA
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refugee ar ts
As everyone knows by now, TVA has moved, just over the border. I’ve had to inform all my clients and 
everyone I work with through the Wider World project. Fortunately, most of the people I support do know 
either the Police Station, or the Bongo Club, or both – so they can easily get their bearings!

The Teesside Eritrean community has increased recently, due to world events, so I’ve been getting to know 
some of them who are keen to make music and to learn to play an instrument. I’ve been running weekly 
workshops at our new premises, but we do need to keep it to 5pm onwards to avoid disturbing the other 
business tenants. I’ve been working with Benito – a keyboard player from Belize, and with Miama, an 
aspiring pop singer from Thailand.

At time of writing this we are coming up to our Music of the World event at Teesside University, supported 
by them and (of course) by Northern Rock Foundation. We’re showcasing local talent with worldwide roots, 
the fabulous Steve Beighton Soul band, and Heritage Survival, a top notch band originally from Zimbabwe. 
We’ll be opening up this great night with a few songs from me, supporting Rowena and Michael Lavery – 
Deputy Chief Executive of Teesside University and soul singer extraordinaire!

Other good news is that we have been successful with our application to Youth Music Foundation, for a 
third cohort of Musicmix – supporting the musical development of young people of diverse origins. That will 
be starting shortly and we’re just beginning recruitment of participants.

Have a great summer and look us up at Royal Middlehaven House (you know the nearby landmarks!).

Maurice Dezou
Refugees Officer, TVA
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projects
Over the last few months, we have been moving, moving and more moving! We are now settled in to our 
new offices, where I can sit at my desk and look out at the majestic Transporter Bridge, which changes its 
shade of blue depending on the weather!  

We were busy walking to school in May, working across 5 schools for a One Planet Middlesbrough project. 
Over the course of a week, we walked to school with Frankenstein’s monster, Mary Anning, the Queen, 
a Roman Soldier (as seen in local press), and even Indiana Jones! Young people at each school worked 
with Niel Bushnell to write about who they would most like to walk to school with and why. The winners 
at each school won a walk to school with our very own version of those characters, depicted by actors 
Lynne Lawson and Shane Headlam. Big thank you to Shirley Wells for helping the participants make some 
colourful costumes for their walks too! Watch this space for a short documentary about the week, including 
my joining the singing of the theme tune to Indiana Jones on the walk… 

I am pleased to announce that we welcome actor Neil Grainger to our offices this month!  Neil will 
be working with a local young person to provide the voiceover, for a Recycling Animation we have 
commissioned for the One Planet Middlesbrough project, alongside Middlesbrough Council. The animation 
will be fun and engaging and maybe teach us all a thing or two about what does and doesn’t go in our blue 
bin! 

Our OPM project with people of diverse backgrounds - sweet water - came to a very successful end at the 
beginning of June. The group showcased their visual artwork at a celebration event and performed their 
poetry, whilst indulging in some yummy food! We say a big thanks to Bob Beagrie and Adrian Moule for all 
their hard work on the project. The work has been collected into a published book and will be distributed at 
various events around Middlesbrough! 

We are proud to be arts partner to River Tees Rediscovered Landscape Partnership, and have been busy 
the last few months providing Willow Pattern Plate activity at all of the fab community launches in each 
borough. Over 500 people engaged with this activity and just shy of 300 created their own Willow Pattern 
Plate inspired by our very own River Tees! What we want to know is where are those plates now? On your 
mantelpiece? Being used at the dinner table? Send us a pic via social media to tell us! #myblueandwhite

As always, we say a thank you to all our twitter followers for the ongoing support! 

Ree Collins
Projects Officer, TVA 
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adults
I sit about to write my newsletter with a perfectly framed view from the window of the office of the 
Transporter bridge, a blue sky smudged with white and the very tip of a ship’s mast in view. 

The new offices please me in more ways than one; the views and the wonderful light are just a part of it, 
alongside the possibility of a walk to the river in my lunch break and the thoughts of my own history the 
area evokes. My maternal Grandmother Elizabeth Mary Healy (known as Mary) was born in 1919 at home 
with her Irish mother and father and many siblings in Lower East Street, across the road from our offices 
here in Gosford Street. Her father was an Irish labourer who had come to find work at the docks, and so 
they stayed, in one of the little terraced tenements that filled the area.

I was very close to my Grandmother until she died in 1983, and was really pleased when my own Mum 
looked into her history a few years ago. It’s been useful to be able to recall these facts and local links when 
talking to the ‘Thorntree Roses’ group I have been working with , many of whom can link their own family 
history to old Middlesbrough or ‘Over The Border’ as it’s locally known.

Much of the work we have done with Thorntree Roses has been, at their own request, based on The River 
Tees, St Hilda’s, and the origins of both Middlesbrough and their estate, including a look at the original 
illustrations from the late 1930s when the architect designed Thorntree as a new community.  

The women are now eight weeks into their creative activity, having sampled fused glass creative writing, 
fabric and yarn craft, photography and printmaking; all of which were chosen by the group, based on their 
interests and with discussion on what they wanted to try.  So far the feedback from the women has been 
positive, and they have relished working with new materials, learning new processes, meeting artists and 
making new friends...
 
On working with Adrian, who was leading the printmaking workshop, one of the Thorntree Roses attendees 
Merry Farr wrote in her feedback: 

“An extremely lovely time where I learnt a new skill, got messy and felt I had achieved something. My 
hands were a bit wobbly so Adrian’s help made me feel like a million dollars. 

Thank you so much for this opportunity”

From the original group based at Thorntree Hub we have been joined by more women from the estate, 
including mothers from Thorntree School. The group has also been congratulated in the local press, who 
were contacted by our funder on this project, The People’s Health Trust.

The women have produced some excellent work so far, including fantastic glass pieces representing the 
River Tees, and have been surprised by how accessible the sessions with professional artists have been. 
Talking about the Creative Writing session, led by Bob, Emma Foster, one of the Mums from the school 
said: 

“I really liked the writer he was a proper laugh. He was dead down to earth, I think I would get on 
with him and he’d be good to go out for a drink with. He was on my level.”



The project is set to continue with a trip to the National Glass Centre at Sunderland and is beginning 
the first of the ten week with fused glass workshops, combining their words and images from etching, 
photography and further creative writing workshops.

I’ll leave you with part of a Haiku, written by attendee Christine in the first writing workshop Bob led, after a 
walk  around the school, and capturing tiny moments of the walk. 

In icy weather 
Seagulls squawk and birds chirping
Far away from us

Behind a small tree
Is a tiny white blossom 
Prettiest flower

  

 

Miki Rogers
Adults Officer, TVA

the ladies of Thorntree Roses working with fused glass 

Photograph courtesy of the Gazette



boxes, boxes
and more boxes... will it never end? 

As office co-ordinator it’s been my duty to corral the troops and ensure that our move to Royal Middlehaven 
House, in the heart of old Middlesbrough, was achieved smoothly, with as little interruption as possible; all 

the while keeping an eye on costs and the impact on our reserves; a challenge readily embraced.

We’ve been planning our move for over a year; TVA moved into Melrose House in 1999 and sixteen years 
later we faced the consequences of a generous settlement by the custodian authorities, which meant that 

for over decade no-one had every really thought about what we needed to keep and what to dispose of.

Over thirty years, TVA had amassed a small but significant art collection, which we have accessioned to 
mima creating the Tees Valley Arts Collection. We have also in the process of accessioning our VHS archive 

with the NE Film & Media Archive and our paper archive with Teesside Archives.

With these significant works taken care of, the more practical matter of dealing with our excess of things 
needed addressing; we worked with a plethora of partners from Percy, Middlesbrough to the Tees Valley 
Rural Community Council to ensure that excess equipment, furniture and supplies were put to good use.

In a nod to the arts (our love after all), two filing cabinets went to a theatre production undertaken at the 
ARC Stockton by theatre group Little Cog, excess computers helped enable a silver surfer club in Yarm and 

some excess old laptops are shortly to fly off to Kenya to facilitate a youth engagement project.

Talk about taking the kitchen sink - we did - it has transformed our new meeting room into a dual purpose 
space which is rentable at £15 per hour - please get in touch! We’ve also rationalised our exhibition 

equipment to put together a rentable collection of products to help you put on an exhibition anywhere.

TVA is changing and we want you to be a part of it: to celebrate our successes past, to help us realise 
new success and to improve the status of our region. We’re reinvigorated, have new partners, are moving 

forward. To help us be the change you want to see for our area please get in touch.

Keep in touch with what’s happening here at TVA through our website; on twitter @teesvalleyarts; on 
Facebook facebook.com/teesvalleyarts; as well as on Google+ 

plus.google.com/+TeesvalleyartsOrgUk; and not forgetting vimeo: vimeo.com/teesvalleyarts. 

     

Peter Neal
Office Co-ordinator, TVA 

Photograph: Ree Collins; the Tees Valley Arts Collection prior to it’s asccession to mima
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