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remarks…

Welcome one and all, to the TVA Summer 2013 Newsletter. The very word ‘summer’ 

conjures up notions of heat and sunshine and buzzing bees – we shall see. At the 

time of writing this we are in what should be mid spring, but as we are all aware, 

this year isn’t going to pattern, and everything is actually just starting out. One of 

my very favourite paintings in the world is ‘The May Tree’ by Stanley Spencer, and I 

particularly look forward to the arrival of the fl uffy clouds of white blossom under the 

bright blue sky, just as he depicts. 

I think that our expectations of summer are often based on nostalgia-infused memories of long hot lazy days 

in a (possibly imaginary) past – and we certainly haven’t had a summer like that for a while. In his poem ‘Bed 

in Summer’ Robert Louis Stevenson says –

In winter I get up at night

And dress by yellow candlelight;

In summer, quite the other way,

I have to go to bed by day.

I have to go to bed and see

The birds still hopping on the tree,

Or hear the grown-up people’s feet

Still going past me in the street.

And does it not seem hard to you,

When all the sky is clear and blue,

And I should like so much to play,

To have to go to bed by day?

This takes me straight back to my early childhood in Bristol, when I would be put to bed at what felt like a 

punitively early hour, and I would hear the children next door still playing out and swinging on their front 

gate….it is just possible that my parents had had enough of me for the day, I suppose.
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remarks…

Tony Hoagland, an American poet whom I have cited before in this newsletter, has a ‘summer nostalgia’ poem 

called ‘Jet’ –

Sometimes I wish I were still out

on the back porch, drinking jet fuel

with the boys, getting louder and louder

as the empty cans drop out of our paws

like booster rockets falling back to earth…..

….We gaze into the night

as if remembering the bright, unbroken planet

we once came from,

to which we will never return.

We are amazed at how hurt we are.

We would give anything for what we have.

Ah me, where are the summers of yesteryear…….

Anyway, back to the subject in hand. This has been, as ever, a very busy time for TVA with projects in 

development, in delivery and wrapping up. Colleagues will outline much of the activity elsewhere in the 

newsletter. Some of my particular activities have included managing the Storytime project – this has been 

a lovely little project, funded by the Community Foundation North East. We worked in partnership with 

Surestart Middlesbrough, and placed drama workers and a visual artist in three Surestart centres to support 

families in developing imaginative play and making up their own stories. Story ideas and artworks produced 

are now being combined into a small book, and we shall have a celebration tea for everyone involved when 

the booklet is ready for them to take away. It has been a really enjoyable and positive project, so big thanks 

to all the partners, artists and participants.

Following our successful tender to Stockton Synergy we have set up and delivered another cohort of the 

very successful stART programme to young people in Stockton, in partnership with the Youth Service; this 

has meant that Tim Coyte has had to hand over the Journeys project and the Middlesbrough One Planet 

Living project to me for the time being.

The Journeys project has seen local star playwright Ishy Din working with drama workers Scott Young 

and Clara Shields in collaboration with a group of young people to develop a fantastic original play – 

‘Alchemy’. ‘Alchemy’ is due to have its gala performance night at Middlesbrough Myplace on May 23rd 

and a second performance at Middlesbrough Town Hall Crypt on Sunday June 2nd, as part of this year’s 

WorldFest Community event; please see our website for all details, and you are very welcome to attend 

both or either events.
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Rowena Sommerville

Director, TVA

Middlesbrough One Planet Living Project – managed by TVA alumnus Joe Dunne – is a three year 

programme of activities designed to raise awareness and understanding of ‘one planet living ‘ (most people in 

western Europe consume three planets’ worth of resources). TVA will be delivering creative activities with a 

number of groups, which will culminate at this year’s Town Meal, in the fi rst instance.

I have also been busy developing partnerships, and have been to Leeds to meet up with East Street Arts 

(very impressive), will be going to London to meet up with the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation, will be chairing 

a CPD/ ‘employability day’ all about participatory arts for 3rd year creative faculty students at Teesside 

University, and have been meeting with Groundworks NE to support the development of their exciting 

intended ‘River Tees Rediscovered’ project. Never short of things to do!

Recently TVA were the proud recipients of the NE Regional Youthwork Forum award for arts activities with 

young people, which is grand, and we also hope to be working again with the Adolescent Psychiatric and 

Eating Disorders Units at West Lane Hospital (a previous project with them having won an award, as noted 

in the Spring newsletter). We’ll have to get bigger shelves for all these awards!

On a personal note, I will be reading some poetry in, and singing with Henwen at, the forthcoming Iron Age 

poetry festival weekend (40 years of the Iron Press) at Cullercoats. We are very excited to discover that the 

event we are singing in – Voices of Perestroika – is to be hosted by Melvyn Bragg! 

There really is a lot going at TVA at the moment, so please do check out the website for up to date 

information, and get on our twitter list – and don’t forget to attend the events if you possibly can.
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Project News

Risky Biz

Year Three kicked into action with a residential at Peat Rigg Outdoor Training Centre 

in the beautiful North York Moors National Park. Along with artist Nicola Parkin and 

photographer Kev Howard, the group explored the landscape, creating abstract and 

realistic imagery. They were also incredibly lucky to be able to visit internationally 

renowned glass studio, Gillies Jones Glass in Rosedale Abbey, whom I have always 

admired. Stephen Gillies brings glassblowing, and Kate Jones, painting and design 

to their partnership, drawing inspiration from the rural beauty around them. Huge 

thanks to Kate, for agreeing to the visit, spending time, and sharing her expertise with 

the group. I must also thank Ilaria Longhi at BALTIC for the tour and talk she did for 

us – feedback from the young people confi rmed it was “fab.” In addition to the above, 

the group have been working with many different artists this time around; dance 

with Michael Sogbetun; textiles and jewellery with Serena Partridge and still to look 

forward to; drumming with our very own Tim Coyte and printmaking with Adrian 

Moule. It’s going to be a fascinating and varied exhibition!
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Moving On

Young people across the Tees Valley are busy creating and making work with artists from various disciplines, 

working towards Bronze Arts Award and their exhibition and celebration event in July.

As you all probably know, I don’t get out much, and so am looking forward to visiting them soon, and seeing 

the fi lms, glass, writing, sculpture, photography, craft, design & illustrations they are producing. One ‘new 

entry’ artform to Moving On this year is Music Production, courtesy of Dominic Nelson-Ashley, so alongside 

performance poetry this year, we’ll also have music to add to the celebrations. Writers Bob Beagrie and Andy 

Willoughby have been working in Redcar & Cleveland and we were delighted to hear that one young person 

from the group, who started out not wanting to perform, went along to one of their poetry cabaret evenings 

and performed his own work. Wonderful!

MusicMix

Maurice Dezou and Gabriel Mulangu continue to work with young people, developing music making and 

performance, and it’s great for me that it takes place at the TVA offi ces; at the end of the last session, I 

was treated to a performance by the groups of the original songs they have been writing. So, thanks and 

congratulations to the group; for ending my working day on such a positive and vibrant note, and for 

achieving a great deal in a short amount of time. Those of you who are musicians yourselves will appreciate 

the complexity of writing lyrics, putting rhythm and music to them, and then performing live. The next few 

months are going to be really busy– visiting and recording at professional studios, performing live and getting 

ready for their Arts Award moderation; so it’ll be two Weetabix all round I think.

Arts Award

It’s going to be a busy year with Arts Award – both in terms of delivery on projects, and I’m sure successful 

moderations (no pressure Host Artists!), to training and support. I’m looking forward to working with Tim 

on Arts Award Support again and partner organisations from across the North East. Tim has boundless 

energy and enthusiasm for delivering Arts Award as an adviser, bringing so many ideas and practical solutions 

- it’s great to work with him. It’s also a real pleasure to meet people from the region (and sometimes from 

far afi eld) who want to train, or are already advisers; people, like us, who are working with children and 

young people in the arts, and who want the best for them. Training and support days are always interesting; 

always raise new questions and challenges, and defi nitely keep me on my toes!

Free Adviser Support Sessions are now available to book, and you can apply for a face-to-face visit 

- check out www.teesvalleyarts.org.uk/artsaward for dates.

Education



Jane Gray

Education Offi cer
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Artsmark

March 28th saw a group of dedicated and enthusiastic teachers arrive at the TVA offi ces for Artsmark 

Training, so thanks to them for coming and making it an enjoyable and productive session. If you’re a school 

or other education setting, you can apply for Artsmark- the deadline for this Round is Friday 26th July at 4pm 

and more training dates are available across the region.

Thanks to all the project funders, partners, supporters and artists:

Comic Relief, JP Getty Jnr Charitable Trust, Youth Music

Barnardo’s; Darlington, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Redcar & Cleveland and Stockton Borough Councils; 

 The Forge, Customs House, Skimstone Arts, Northumberland County Council.

Humanah CIC; Trinity College London; BALTIC; mima; Gillies Jones Glass; CCAD

Bob Beagrie, Tim Coyte, Laura Degnan, Maurice Dezou, Claire Ford, Rachel Gretton, Vicky Holbrough, 

Kev Howard, Paul Merrick, Adrian Moule, Gabriel Mulangu, Dominic Nelson Ashley, Nicola Parkin, Serena 

Partridge, Michael Sogbetun,Louise Taylor, Robin Vickers, Andy Willoughby.

www.artsaward.org.uk

www.artsmark.org.uk

Education



Youth & Community
stART rides again!

It’s great to be working on this project once again thanks to a successful application 
to the Synergy VCS Consortium we have funds to run a cohort of stART in 
partnership with Stockton Integrated Youth Services. All activities are taking 
place at The Youthy, a dedicated youth centre in Thornaby, thanks to the Five 
Lamps organisation for hosting our innovative arts intervention for young people 
categorised as NEET (Not in Education Employment or Training).

At the time of writing young people have taken part in the fi rst workshop with photographer Kev Howard. 
The workshop explored using slow shutter speeds to create ethereal, abstract and downright spooky 
images, an exciting alternative to traditional portraiture. The young people have thoroughly enjoyed the 
workshop which involved them working as a creative team consisting of directors, photographers and 
models. This naturally develops leadership, team-working and communication skills whilst introducing young 
people to experimental photography and having a lot of fun!!! 

Further workshops will explore a range of visual artforms with artists Adrian Moule, Vicky Holbrough and 
Nicola Parkin, we have yet to determine the precise content of the workshops but I can guarantee that they 
will be exciting, engaging and educative.

The project is benefi ting from the experience of Shirley Wells who is taking on the role of Project Support 
Worker. Shirley’s enthusiasm is infectious and young people fi nd this approach both motivating and 
welcoming. Shirley’s skills as a workshop leader and visual artist are proving to be very useful!

Youth & Community
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At the time of writing we are only in the fi rst week of delivery of the course (day 3); it is interesting to see 
what the young people think about stART at this early stage.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed the course so far, as it is really interesting and fun to do. It’s 
not all work you also make friends and have a laugh while doing it. The tutors are very 
welcoming and friendly to be around. I have learned a lot in short space of time. I have 
done some photography and thought it was brilliant and fun.”

Other comments were

“Really like it, meeting new people and doing new activities.”

“Doing experimental photography has been interesting and fun.Working with a 
professional photographer has given me confi dence in my previous abilities in 
photography”

As ever I am looking forward to seeing the project develop.

Youth & Community
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Projects Offi cer: Youth & Community



WorldFest
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WorldFest Community event 2013

The WorldFest Community Event took place on Sunday 2nd June at Middlesbrough 

Town Hall Crypt. 

The event featured talented young people from the Musicmix project performing their own original 

music; a performance of ‘Alchemy’, a fantastic short play created by Middlesbrough playwright Ishy Din 

and performed by young people from Teesside; and closed with a shake-your-booty performance from 

‘Son Yambu’, a London based Afro-Cuban salsa collective.

WorldFest 2013
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Here’s my latest trip down memory lane....

5 Years ago (Summer 2008)
One group of students from High Tunstall School in Hartlepool were learning about separation techniques 
and crude oil! Artists Adrian Moule, Les Simpson and Kev Howard worked with Industry professionals in 
partnership with NEPIC (North East Processes Industry Cluster), the teachers and students to explore the 
topic creatively

Tees Valley Arts and The Environment Agency were working in partnership delivering a “creative 
consultation” with the Skinningrove community. This fi rst stage involved local artist Derek Mosey delivering 
arts workshops with the play scheme and youth groups at The Riverside Building. The workshops had 
produced some superb artwork including colourful mosaic fi sh and driftwood picture frames which display 
images of the proposed fl ood defence site.

WorldFest 2008 had culminated in a hugely enjoyable Gala Night, in Middlesbrough Town Hall, joyfully 
opened by Beta Simon and his Band, star of West African Reggae followed by Live Wyya, high energy 
electrifying stars of reggae, who were joined by the late great Gregory Isaacs, the cool

ruler, the creator of ‘Night Nurse’, and the object of adulation from the crowd. As an additional treat after 
the show there was a Late Night Special in the Crypt with Beta Simon and his band - the bar was packed 
and the joint was jumping!

10 years ago (Summer 2003)
All Articulate projects took part in the Picnic in the Park, a Middlesbrough event to mark the year of 
Disability held in Albert Park during July. There were two stalls, one selling cards designed by Ink Spot and 
another for Metalwork’s demonstration forge. The latest SYMO video, “Killer Cure” was shown, Roaring 
Mouse performed their new piece about relationships and the Phoenix Arts group displayed their posters. 
The Articulate and Online arts websites could be viewed at the event and attendees were invited to work 
on a colourful Mandala and join in a percussion workshop that had been inspired by the small world : Big 
Drums project. The picnic also included a performance by the Teesside Sports and Culture Club, visiting 
from another social inclusion project, You Are Here, who performed African drumming, dancing and singing. 

Simon Says…
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15 years ago (Summer 1998)
Turner prize nominated artist Simon Patterson was producing a sculpture to be installed within the main 
entrance to the newly refurbished Captain Cook Museum at Stewart Park - complementing a recently 
completed frieze within the buildings restaurant area.

As part of the new Berwick Hills Morrisons and Neptune Centre development, a series of functional and 
decorative artworks by glass artist Martin Donlin were being commissioned. Artwork included poetry 
produced by local writer Bob Beagrie in collaboration with members of the community and decorative iron 
work by Susie Patterson and Tracey Potter.

20 years ago (Summer 1993)
Two American poets, Kenneth Koch and Paul Violi, were performing at the Stockton International Riverside 
Festival in August. Writer Tom Hadaway was working with local people as part of the Hartlepool Headland 
Festival, culminating in storytelling sessions in a local pub. 

Among many ongoing public art projects, proposals were being made to incorporate children’s designs into 
3 stained glass windows for the new Pavilion in Pallister Park, Middlesbrough.

Artist Keith Alexander had commenced work on 7 June at the Newport Day Centre, Middlesbrough to 
produce a ‘storytelling’ 3 piece suite involving reminiscence, cultural diversity and the active participation of 
older people in textile printing and carving. 

25 years ago (Summer 1988)
Rukhsana Ahmed had been appointed as a Writer in Residence to work with BME groups on Teesside. An 
exhibition of outdoor sculpture had been organised at Hartlepool’s Ward Jackson Park. Fourteen sculptors 
from the region exhibited in the exhibition which was organised jointly with Hartlepool Borough Council. 
An exhibition of painting, drawing and prints was held at Wynyard Hall over two days, in partnership with 
Northern Arts. The exhibition attracted over 1.000 visitors and considerable sales on behalf of Durham 
Cheshire Homes.

30 years ago (Summer 1983)
Cleveland Arts had co-promoted a jazz performance by Barbara Thompson’s Paraphernalia and a 
production of “Three Sisters” at Teesside Polytechnic.

Simon Says…
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Tees Valley Arts,

Melrose House, Melrose Street, Middlesbrough TS1 2HZ

T: 01642 264 651 F: 01642 264 650

E: info@teesvalleyarts.org.uk W: www.teesvalleyarts.org.uk

TVA can work with you to plan a programme of creative 

activities, work up a budget, write funding applications, 

fi nd suitable artists, and then manage the project both 

artistically and administratively. If you have an idea that 

you would like to discuss, please contact us:

www.twitter.com/teesvalleyarts www.spendandraise.com/teesvalleyarts
Find us on Facebook and The Big Give


