


The Last Word…

I have thoroughly enjoyed the last three years, working in the Tees Valley and getting to 
know colleagues across the North East region. The experience of running a voluntary sector 
arts organisation has left me considerably wiser and hugely respectful of the feat that all 
charitable arts organisations undertake in order to ensure there is ‘Great Art for Everyone’ 
to coin the most recent Arts Council catchphrase.  

Here, in the Land of the Giants, things (and especially cultural things) are often perceived 
to be even more difficult than for the rest (whoever the rest are…). The danger of this 
predicament is that too often we allow perceptions to shape reality rather than vice versa 
and so this begs the question: do we make things out to be worse than they are? Joe 
Docherty’s dogged determination to make Temenos a reality proves that we make our own 
luck. Well done, Joe. 

It’s not often that you are allowed such a resounding opportunity to have the last word - but 
here I am writing to you for the last time as Executive Director of Tees Valley Arts. 

And so to my departure… 

Contrary to popular opinion I am not ‘taking up the cloth’ despite this sounding a 
bit like a sermon. However I will be taking up my new position as North of England 
Regional Manager for the Churches Conservation Trust on the 4th August. CCT, as 
many of you will know, has been around for some 40 years rescuing, restoring and 
conserving redundant Church buildings across England.  

However, for the rest of us life in the arts continues to be hard. That is an 
undisputed reality that we are all trying to find our way around. But where 
there are flowering partnerships and individuals genuinely willing to support 
each other in these frugal times, a certain cheery camaraderie keeps the 
wolf from our doors, and after all… we’re not in it for the money (thank 
goodness). My thoughts spring to the overwhelming local support shown 
for Hannah Campion’s recent ‘Sale-for-Asia’ held at TVA to help her raise 
funds for her residency in Kuala Lumpur, and to Rachel Burns and Mags 
Hayden at Saltburn Artists’ Projects who so desperately want to expand 
their excellent work across Redcar & Cleveland and, through truck loads 
of goodwill and inexhaustible enthusiasm (commodities which seem to go 
cheap in the arts), manage to excel both with their gallery programme and 
their workshop events on a shoe string. I think it is the generosity of these 
extraordinary individuals and the many others like them that are the real 
giants of our land and deserve more of our recognition and acclaim. 

And perhaps they too make their own luck by choosing to give when society 
is more inclined to reward those who take. 



My appointment (as one of four new national posts) will 
mean that I will be in a central position to drive DCMS plans 
to develop some 80 vested, redundant churches across 
the North into thriving centres for the arts, community and 
cultural education. I am excited at the prospect! 

Meanwhile Rowena takes up the driving position at TVA 
- so fasten your seat belts - you’re in for another exciting 
chapter in Tees Valley Arts history… Rowena has a very 
clear view of the needs of the sector and is already working 
through partnerships to develop innovative approaches to 
emerging cultural priorities in the Tees Valley. I would like 
to thank Rowena for her personal and professional support 
(she has consistently lifted my spirits in dark moments) and 
the whole of the TVA team - they are a highly motivated 
and experienced set of individuals who offer the sub region 
enormous energy and expertise. I’d also like to thank the 
TVA Board who have demonstrated patience and open 
mindedness when I have brought potentially difficult, 
change-related issues to the table for discussion. I have 
found their support unwavering. 

Penultimately, I’d like to thank TVA Newsletter readers for 
providing such interesting feedback to our articles and 
programme notes. We are so pleased you’re interested and 
find these inclusions relevant - please keep it coming!! 

Finally I’d like to wish Rowena and the TVA team well for 
the future for it is they who will ensure that the organisation 
will continue to grow from strength to creative strength. This 
is because of their unfailing ability to respond proactively 
to continuously emerging creative agenda’s and shifting 
political sands.

TVA exists to Inspire People and Change Futures… 
TVA deserves success. 

Conceptual designs by one of 
Britain’s most acclaimed young 
architects Ian McChesney have 
been made public. A roundabout on 
the A66 Cargo Fleet interchange is 
set to be transformed through this 
innovative scheme which boasts 
structural fronds lining the road 
and “waving in the wind like corn”. 
Details are being ironed out ahead 
of planning applications being 
submitted. The fronds will be installed 
in parallel lines along the road and 
each will be mounted on a spring so it 
can sway in the breeze.

Richard Dowson, Senior 
Business Development Officer for 
Middlesbrough Council said. “Ian 
secured the work after winning 
an international competition 
commissioned by Middlesbrough 
Council, the Royal Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA) and Tees Valley 
Arts, with funding secured from within 
the council and via One North East.

This scheme will create a unique 
feature and really emphasises the 
ambition of the Council in taking 
forward exciting proposals.”

A66

Executive Director
Rosi Lister



Programme
Notes

The WorldFest took place at the end of May and was FANTASTIC! Please see 
the report (and wonderful pics) elsewhere in the newsletter. We’ve been involved 
in all sorts of things - delivered our first Arts Award Training day, contributed 
creative activities to Teesside University’s Social Futures Institute Happiness and 
Wellbeing Conference (leave ‘em laughing), met lots of interesting potential partner 
organisations and spent the usual shed loads of time trying to raise money for 
fabulous projects. No two days the same in this business!

So, we wish Rosi ‘Bon Voyage’ and the 
good ship TVA sets out on the next stage of 
its journey - adventure, discovery and much 
resolution called for!

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will have read a farewell address from 
Rosi, who is leaving us to spend more time with old churches and 
Lloyd Grossman. All of us at TVA want to thank Rosi for all she’s done 
in her time with the organisation; we’ve all really enjoyed working with 
her and have learnt a tremendous amount from her. We wish her all 
the very best for the future, and we know we will all miss her, though 
we do intend to stay in touch. 

I’m writing my Autumn newsletter notes at the end of July; the sky 
is grey, the pavements are wet, the clouds are heavy; the Autumn/ 
Winter fashion catalogues have already arrived; Christmas party 
bookings are being advertised; and have we had any sunshine?? 
Not bally likely. (Although, just to prove me wrong, August will 
probably be an inferno - bring it on.)

Rowena Sommerville
Director of Programmes



Programme
Notes

Heritage
T

he last couple of months have been testing times, resulting in challenges ahead. 
I wouldn’t say I was superstitious, and so when Friday the 13th came around with word 
we would hear back from the Heritage Lottery Fund about a large and wonderful 3 year 
project, I didn’t really think anything of it (or tried not to anyway). Maybe that was because 
my sister in law went into labour with her first, so I hoped and prayed Friday 13th would 
just be like any normal day. But alas, we were provided with extremely disappointing 
news that our bid was unsuccessful. It was a real kick in the teeth, but on a lighter note 
and putting things into perspective my nephew was born safe and sound. Yay! 

So this changing climate (no pun intended!) of scarce grants and ever 
increasingly tightening purse strings, means that we have had a little 

think about the direction of the H & E programme and have decided 
to draw (again, no pun intended!!) on the skills and experience 
I own, and branch out a bit (no pun intended!!!) and do some 
delivery of projects myself. An array of environmental education 
sessions are being drafted as I write, using the visual arts to raise 
awareness of and discuss issues surrounding climate change, 
to be offered to all schools in the Tees Valley. This is something 

I am really looking forward to, as I thoroughly enjoy and thrive 
on interaction with young people, and a subject I am extremely 

passionate about. We’ll see how it goes!

Joe Dunne 
Heritage Officer

In terms of H & E programmes, I continue to develop partnerships with a wide variety of organisations/
groups, with a lot of possible projects on the horizon. Currently I have got my teeth well 
and truly stuck into a very interesting project, commissioned by the Coastal Arc 
Initiative. They have asked TVA to manage Phase One of the project, which 
is to photograph the whole of the Hartlepool and Redcar & Cleveland 
coastline - all 30 odd miles of it! Subsequent phases include publicly 
displaying the enormous image (between 100m and 150m long), 
and archiving it on a website, and I am sure there will be more. So 
what it has meant for me is that I have had some very interesting 
conversations with helicopter pilots and landscape photographers 
to try and understand all the complexities that this presents. Not 
easy, but achieved, and a photographer has been contracted, and we 
are all hoping and praying for some nice weather (aren’t we all I hear you 
say!) for him to get into the air and snap away. Fingers crossed, and watch 
this space (or the sky), for developments.



Tees Valley Arts in partnership with African Arts Association and 
Middlesbrough Council brought you WorldFest 08, celebrating 
diversity in the Tees Valley and showcasing top talent from the 
wider world. People said -

The first event was the Afro-pop Spectacular at Arc, Stockton on the 
Thursday night, which featured Kanda Bongo Man and his Legendary 
Soukous Band (one of John Peel’s all time favourites) who played 
WorldFest two days before appearing in Trafalgar Square for London 
Africa Day, and Kasai Masai (African village sounds with an urban 
twist). It was a great night for dancing and working up a sweat - 
though to echo Leonard Cohen, ‘I ache in the places where I used 
to play’.

‘Brilliant!’
‘Just more, more!’
‘When’s the next one?’
‘Just excellent!’
‘I went to see a 70 year old bloke 
sing songs about nocturnal medical 
workers - and enjoyed every minute!’
‘A wonderfully diverse audience’
‘A great event’
‘The crowd were over the moon’



Next up was the Youth Event on the Saturday 
afternoon in Middlesbrough Town Hall 
Crypt - Heroes Fall First and Grandma’s 
House are two local favourite bands who 
opened and closed the show respectively 
to great excitement; The Hotsteppers are a 
group of great young dancers, originally from 
Zimbabwe; Drum n Voice was a performance 
from students of Nunthorpe Secondary 
School who worked with musicians Derek 
Smith and Maurice Dezou to create a 
performance of original music (project funded 
by Creative Partnerships Tees Valley); DME 
Records are a rap band made up of young 
people from diverse backgrounds who 
wowed the crowd with their slinky sounds.

The audience was large, youthful, 
appreciative and exuberant!

Then came the hugely enjoyable Gala 
Night, in Middlesbrough Town Hall, joyfully 
opened by Beta Simon and his Band, star 
of West African Reggae and over here from 
Paris; followed by Live Wyya, high energy 
electrifying stars of reggae, who were joined 
by Gregory Isaacs, the living legend, the cool 
ruler, the creator of ‘Night Nurse’, and the 
object of adulation from the crowd. It was 
simply a great night, enjoyed by a large and 
very mixed audience; the performers were 
fabulous and the atmosphere was absolutely 
joyous. Knockout!

As an additional treat we tried something 
new - a Late Night Special, back in the Crypt 
with Beta Simon and his band - the bar was 
packed and the joint was jumping - rocking!

Finally, another successful new venture 
this year, was the WorldFest Stage at 
Middlesbrough Music Live on Sunday June 
1st 2008; the WorldFest stage was at the 
Central Bar and featured Robert Maseko 
and Otis; Steven Wright; Mark Boden; and 
Electro Flamenko. WorldFest and Ten Feet 
Tall are delighted to be working together to 
bring more great live music to the Tees Valley.

WorldFest 08 was also very generously 
supported by: Arts Council England North 
East; Creative Partnerships Tees Valley; Paul 
Hamlyn Foundation; Dickinson Dees LLB; 
Proportion Marketing Ltd; Arc, Stockton; 
Unison; Kebabish Original; Signs Express; 
Thistle Hotel; Middlesbrough Town Hall; 
Psyche; Middlesbrough Music Live.

Thanks to all our supporters and sponsors 
without whom it wouldn’t happen; thanks 
to all the great performers; thanks to World 
Music Specialist Charlie Gillett for his 
continuing interest in and support for the 
festival; thanks to Kev Howard for amazing 
photographs; thanks to Pigpen for excellent 
sound and lots of patience; thanks to all 
backstage staff; thanks to the Gazette for 
great support and coverage; and thanks 
most of all to everyone who came along and 
enjoyed themselves.

See you in 2009!!

Rowena Sommerville 
Director of Programmes



Project News

Education
CPD for Primary Staff
St Aidan’s in Hartlepool and Thorntree Primary in Middlesbrough 
have both enjoyed CPD days for their staff in drawing techniques 
and drama. Primary teachers have a pretty tough gig - covering 
all subjects for their class; maths, English, history, geography, 
science and of course, art. We know that primary teachers are 
highly creative, but no matter how creative, (and how confident 
in your own abilities), we’re all human; we simply cannot have 
expertise in all artforms, using all materials and all styles; and this 
is where learning alongside professional artists comes in. 

 “Yesterday proved to be a very fruitful day for all our teaching 
staff…as it provided many ideas which could be incorporated into 
many subjects for many ages.” (Teacher, St Aidan’s)

We’re keen to deliver more CPD for schools; if you’re responsible 
for CPD at your school or within your Borough, we’d love to hear 
from you.

Wild animals spotted in schools…
in Stockton
Artist Derek Mosey worked with pupils at Westlands School, 
Thornaby for one day in July as part of their arts week. They created 
animal willow sculptures, and chose a giraffe to be exhibited in their 
outdoor space. Meanwhile, over at Junction Farm Primary, Eaglescliffe 
a dragon has taken over! Artist Vicky Holbrough has been working 
with Year 3 and 4 over five weeks of afternoon and after-school 
sessions to create a 3D sculpture which will be a permanent artwork 
within the school.

Project News
Education



Project News

EducationProject News
Building Schools for 
the Future
Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council are forging 
ahead with their BSF plans, and we are pleased to 
have been a part of that. We’ve just delivered the final 
document of a Cultural Audit, identifying arts and cultural 
provision across the borough for all ages, with a specific 
focus on 0 - 19. Our research has looked at the schools 
offer; both core and extended, the community offer, and 
regional and sub-regional offer. We also identified best 
practice and case studies regionally and nationally and 
from that we have made a number of recommendations 
for the BSF Project Team to take forward into their plans 
for the £90 million investment. It’s an exciting time for 
education, and it is reassuring and encouraging that the 
team have identified arts and culture as being integral to 
the developments. 

“Cultural learning is a lifelong pursuit. It is an effective 
experience where enjoyment motivates and enhances 
learning.” (Holden J., Culture & Learning; Towards a new 
agenda, DEMOS)

To come in the 
Autumn Term
Actor Les Simpson will be working with 
Year 8 students at St Hild’s in Hartlepool 
to explore Magnets and Electromagnets 
through drama as part of their Key Stage 
3 curriculum. He will be using creative 
techniques to engage the students with 
science, and to aid in their knowledge 
and understanding of this particular area. 
This approach is especially effective with 
kinaesthetic learners, with students learning 
in a creative environment. 

We will be working with a textile artist and 
Gifted and Talented students at St Benedict’s 
school in Redcar to create a permanent piece 
of artwork to be exhibited within the school. 
This is an opportunity for those students who 
are identified as G&T to develop different 
techniques and use materials that they 
wouldn’t necessarily have access to without 
working alongside a professional artist.

As usual, funding applications and project 
development are a-plenty and we’re working 
towards various bids to enable us to deliver 
high-quality projects over the next few years. 
Watch this space! 

Jane Gray 
Education Officer



Art:works 
Layfield Primary School Ceramics 
and Textiles Project

Children and families from Layfield 
Primary School have spent the last 
eight months in a burst of creative 
activity, designing, fabricating and 
installing large-scale textile and 
ceramic artworks.

Layfield Primary School head teacher: Hazel 
Ducker and art project co-ordinator: Sarah 
Duffy worked with Tees Valley Arts to design 
a project which would encourage families 
to work together with pupils to create 
permanent artwork that would brighten 
up dull and uninspiring corridors and 
eating areas.

The results of the project are nothing short 
of spectacular!

Families worked with sculptor and ceramicist 
Derek Mosey to create a huge mosaic, which 
is now a stunning feature in the dinning hall. 
The mosaic depicts a number of scenes; 
architecture and historical buildings such as 
The Vinegar Factory are a strong feature; 
The River Tees weaves in and out with an 
array of buzzing, swimming, galloping and 
flying wildlife; Yarm Fair is represented with 
a colourful Ferris wheel and a traditional bow 
top caravan; the fantastic viaduct stretches 
across the entire vista with each arch framing 
a different scene; the mosaic is centred 
around an oak tree representing the school 
with images of children and hand made tiles 
with children’s names inscribed. 

The mosaic has a wonderful hypnotic quality, 
you just can’t keep your eyes off it and the 
more you look the more you see, as slowly 
more and more elements of Yarm’s history 
and wildlife are revealed. This is a captivating 
artwork that will be enjoyed by the school 
community for years to come.

As if this weren’t enough! Families and 
children have also worked with textiles artist: 
Louise Drennan to create a range of eye 
catching and colourful felt banners. The 
banners have a number of themes such as 
healthy eating and nature. There are some 
clever touches including some almost edible 
looking corn on the cob and pea pods.

One banner illustrates the school aims and 
values, which are symbolised with 3D felt 
pieces to great effect.

The banners add a splash of colour and 
fun to the walls, which will brighten up the 
learning environment for pupils in the present 
and future.

The project has been thoroughly enjoyed by 
all involved, the school are extremely pleased 
with the artworks and Education Advisor, 
Doreen Davies, has said that the artwork is 
very impressive. Lots of happy customers!

This is the last Art:works project that I will 
be managing and I am pleased to be leaving 
Art:works in Jane’s capable hands, a nice 
project to finish on!



Tim Coyte 
Projects Officer

Former Director 
publishes memoir

Skinningrove Flood 
Defence Project
Since the very successful “Fish Supper” event 
“creative consultation” at Skinningrove has continued 
to great effect.

Local Artist Derek Mosey has continued his role of “roving 
artist” which involves talking to Skinningrove folk and 
developing artwork that explores memories, thoughts 
and feelings relating to Skinningrove Beck past, present 
and future. Derek has also been holding willow weaving 
workshops, creating sculptures inspired by local 
legends such as The Skinningrove Merman and other 
aquatic themes. 

The artworks have been created as part of a wider 
Environment Agency project that is looking to install a new 
flood defence structure to reduce flood risk within the 
Skinningrove village. 

The project reached its conclusion with a celebration 
exhibition at The Riverside Building where a range of 
artwork created during the project was showcased. 

This project has been very successful. The Skinningrove 
community have explored Environment Agency proposals 
in a creative and exciting way which is a very meaningful 
and engaging approach to community consultation.

Denis Coe, who was appointed in the 
1980’s as the Development Officer for 
Performing Arts and was subsequently 
the first Director of Tees Valley Arts when 
it was Cleveland Arts, has published 
a memoir entitled ‘Variety Adds Spice’ 
(Publisher: The Book Guild).

It covers the major events of his life, 
including a childhood on Tyneside during 
the inter War years when unemployment 
and privation were prevalent, the War, 
his National Service in Egypt, and his 
careers in education, politics (he was 
MP for Middleton and Prestwich) and 
the Arts.

Denis writes fondly of his years in 
Cleveland and the many initiatives 
which Cleveland Arts took in both the 
performance and the visual arts. One 
of those major initiatives was to support 
and develop the establishment of 
Cleveland Youth Opera and it was the 
experience with this young company 
which persuaded Denis to found British 
Youth Opera in 1987. He subsequently 
left Cleveland Arts to become Chief 
Executive and Chairman of this national 
training organisation many of whose 
alumni are now major principals 
with national and international opera 
companies.

In a Foreword to the memoir Lord Morris 
of Manchester describes it as 
“an absorbing read”.



Tees Valley Arts can work with you to 
plan and set up a programme of creative 
activities, find a suitable artist, help to frame 
a budget and secure funding, and then 
manage the project, both artistically and 
administratively. If you have an idea you 
would like to discuss, please contact us:

c/o Tees Valley Arts, 
Melrose House, Melrose Street, Middlesbrough TS1 2HZ 
T: 01642 264 651 F: 01642 264 955 
E: info@teesvalleyarts.org.uk W: www.teesvalleyarts.org.uk

Tees Valley Arts is a registered charity and a company limited by guarantee
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